Windtronics-Honeywell home wind-turbine now available worldwide
Adapted from GreenEnergyNews, 22 April 2011 – Vol.16 No.5

WindTronics has announced the launch of its much-anticipated Honeywell Wind Turbine, originally announced as a 2-kW(peak) home wind generator, is now available for purchase around the world through WindTronics’ authorized dealer network (authorized dealers, retailers and partners). Best noted for always turning and generating power in as little as 2 mph (up to 45 mph), the Honeywell Wind Turbine’s small size, light weight and negligible noise, ensures everyone with wind has the ability to generate renewable wind energy for their home or business. This ever-expanding network of distributors, partners and retailers, includes the following companies:

--- WindTronics Full Sales, Service & Warranty Dealers

--- Honeywell Resellers

--- Ace Hardware

--- True Value

--- WESCO Distribution, Inc.

--- Mid-States Distributing Co.

Weighing less than 185 pounds and measuring only six feet in diameter, the Honeywell Wind Turbine produces up to 1500 kWh annually depending on height and location. If the installed cost is ~$7500, or 5 $/(kWh/y), this ratio would comparable with that of a 2-kW PV system, except for the latter delivering nearly 3000 kWh/year.* This gearless wind turbine features an innovative Blade Tip Power System™ that utilizes a system of magnets and stators surrounding its outer ring to capture power at the blade tips where speed is greatest, practically eliminating mechanical resistance and drag. This enables the Honeywell Wind Turbine to start turning at 0.5 mph and generating energy in two mph of wind.

Designed to be flexible, the Honeywell Wind Turbine gives customers the choice to have the turbine mounted directly on a rooftop or use a pole. Additionally, customers can choose to connect the power directly to the building, to the grid, or to batteries using one of three connector options: 
--- Grid-tie – using the Power One AuroraÆ Grid Tie Inverter to feed renewable power to any utility worldwide

--- Non-Grid Tie – using the WindTronics battery power management system called the SmartBox that converts wind power into electricity for the building

--- Direct DC – an option which captures the power directly into 12, 24, or 48 volt batteries for storage in remote areas

[image: image1.emf]Depending upon which connector option is chosen, the cost of the Honeywell Wind Turbine ranges starting at $5,795 (plus installation). Similar to installing an electric generator, the Honeywell Wind Turbine was designed to be installed by a licensed electrical contractor. WindTronics’ dealers will work closely with potential customers to oversee the entire purchase process, which includes:

--- approp. site selection for the turbine

--- mounting possibilities

--- local incentive and rebate programs

--- connection w/ a local certified installer

--- service and warranty questions

WindTronics is a private technology company founded in Muskegon, Michigan. 
Links: WindTronics http://www.windtronics.com

          Find Windtronics dealers http://www.wheretobuyone.com

*
Editor’s note: The official annual output of 1500 kWh would represent a capacity factor of only 1500/(2*8760) = 0.0856, which may appear to be quite conservative.  If the peak power is still 2 kW, as announced in 2009, its 7000/2000= 3 $/W would compare favorably with PV systems of ~ 6-7 $/W, especially if the wind capacity factor reaches values over 0.17, which is typical for PVs in Hawaii.
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